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Objectives: Writing is an important function used in daily activities and it is critical for the
achievement in all learning areas. Thus, this study on the writing ability in children with at-
tention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) has its importance. Methods: 16 children
with ADHD and 16 normal children without from 3 to 4 grades at the elementary school
participated in the study. The experiment was to listen to familiar and non-familiar stories,
and then to write stories about what children have perceived in order to compare the per-
formances of children with ADHD to that of the normal children. Results: Children with
ADHD recalled the story units less than normal children and showed difficulties in writing
complete episode of non-familiar conditions. When analyzing the ability of story composi-
tion, children with ADHD made poorer performance, as compared to normal children re-
gardless of the familiarity of the story. However, there were differences in the sub-elements
which showed poor performances under each condition. The average number of clauses
per C-unit has no significant difference between the two groups, but both groups used the
complex syntax in a non-familiar condition. And children with ADHD made sentences with
syntactic errors and spelling errors more significantly than normal children under both
conditions. Conclusion: Children with ADHD showed lower performances than normal
children in both the quantity and the quality of writing and the former group was more af-
fected by the familiarity of the story than the latter. Regardless of the story’s familiarity,
children with ADHD proved to have more syntactic errors and spelling errors than the nor-
mal children.
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Table 1. Participants’ characteristics

ADHD (N=16) Normal (N=16) t
K-WISK-II 108.94(13.81) 113.88 (6.86) 1.281
REVT-receptive (yr) 12.19(1.38) 12.06 (1.29) -215
REVT-expressive (yr) 12.13(1.59) 12.13(1.20) 000
CAPRS 7.38(1.26) -

Values are presented as mean (SD).

K-WISK-IIl=Korea-Wechsler intelligence scale for children; REVT-receptive = receptive-
expressive vocabulary test-receptive; REVT-expressive = receptive-expressive voca-
bulary test-expressive; CAPRS = Conners abbreviated parent rating scale.
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Table 2. Number of story unit (total 32) depending on the story familiarity

ADHD (N=16) TD (N=16)
Non-familiar story 15.19(3.69) 19.50(2.73)
Familiar story 19.50(3.31) 21.93(3.02)

Values are presented as mean (SD).
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=typical development.

Table 3. Number of complete episode (total 4) depending on the story famil-

iarity

ADHD (N=16) TD(N=16)
Non-familiar story 1.56(.95) 2.56(.72)
Familiar story 2.81(.78) 2.94(1.18)

Values are presented as mean (SD).
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=typical development.

http://www.e-csd.org 13



COMMUNICATION SCIENCES & DISORDERS

Sunhee Ko * Narrative Writing Skills of Children with and without ADHD

gk o2 = 314t 42of| Qlof Aol & AA| Hlrk
0|0F7| T

a7 e 79 olopr|E B0 2 BA0A obs =
o] % =0l tigt ofopr] FHd=e RASIAL 2] 7sE 741 2
ﬂb Table 49} 2t}

st 7} o I 714 ofoprlof] thet A 2t ojofr| 314 -4
EU AfolE Holi7] flaf o] YA Al AASHIT: L A
ek 7+ gﬂg 8-S AR|TH(Fy, 30 = 12.784, p<.001) H&E
of w2 FA = -2n|5HA] ¢8Itk ADHD of-5-5-2 Uit ol
=i v]af} o]of7] %L“E*OW A Z23E 3 B3l oL ADHD oF
ETJr Uit olsE HF Hstd E}"CT Afo] 5 HolA| ookt

A7 HE 719 oo |5 Eal 22 A& 1 olobr] -
*gau 519] 9.4 8 4382 Figures 1, 29} ek

olop7] -9 she] L4 o] theh AT 7k 3 AfolE &

ORHL M A} - 278 AAIRT A3} ADHD obg5-2 H|Zls3h 2710
A FA|(= 2472, p<.05), T-/3(t=2.984, p<.05), <=A(t =1.860,
p<.05)0ll4] froJm|gt Zfo] 7k QUGIT. olof ¥haf| %3t olopr|&
1L 25 & U= HXS3L olopr| & 4L & wi9h g =9l =
2.449, p<.05)3} Ak(t=2.698, p<.05) FEoJA| Uu} o}z Ew}
Feju]gh 2ol & Hirk

Table 4. Story composition (total 10) depending on the story familiarity
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Table 5. Number of mean clause per C-unit depending on the story familiarity

ADHD (N=16) TD (N=16) ADHD (N=16) TD (N=16)
Non-familiar story 7.13(1.66) 8.56 (.83) Non-familiar story 2.19(.49) 2.05(.31)
Familiar story 7.59(1.09) 8.63(1.10) Familiar story 1.79(.30) 1.89(.48)

Values are presented as mean (SD).
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=typical development.

m ADHD
250 Normal
200 188 -
1.50
1.00 -
0.50 - I
0.00
& ¢ s
\6‘@ (,oé\Q an(\

Figure 1. Sub-element scores of story composition in non-familiar story.
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder.
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Values are presented as mean (SD).
C-unit=communication unit, ADHD =attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=
typical development.

m ADHD
250 Normal
2.00
200 I 1.88 172 1.94
1.63 1.69 147 1.56
1.50 - 1.4
100 1 094
0.50 |-
0.00
& & . . &
& Q“é(\ Qo%‘&\ & o®
\i\\@ Q;Oé\ <&

Figure 2. Sub-element scores of story composition in familiar story.
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder.
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Table 6. Rate of sentence error depending on the story familiarity

ADHD (N=16) TD(N=16)
Non-familiar story 22.173(14.37) 9.25(13.64)
Familiar story 14.66 (10.64) 3.51(4.53)

Values are presented as mean (SD).
ADHD =attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=typical development.

Table 7. Rate of spelling error depending on the story familiarity

ADHD (N=16) TD (N=16)
Non-familiar story 497 (5.41) 1.51(1.47)
Familiar story 7.15(6.29) 2.04(1.99)

Values are presented as mean (SD).
ADHD = attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, TD=typical development.
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